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Listing of Claims; 

1 . (currently amended) A method of assisting in identifying an article, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing the article with a ta^ at a time of manufacture of tlie article, the tag 
having information associated with the article: 

presenting the tag t o a wearable tag reader a tag associated with an article ; 

conmixmicating the information held in of said tag to the tag reader; and 

generating an output signal that is dependent on the information communicated 
from the tag to the tag reader, wherein said output signal facilitaties identification of the 
article with which the tag is associated by virtue of said association being user definable 
and established prior to said step of communicating. 

2. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1^ wherein said 
wearable tag reader is wearable on at least one of a persefts-finger, a.hand, a forearm? and 
a foot or other extremity of the body . 

3. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1 and further 
comprising the step of a user re-programming said tag prior to said step of 
communicating. 

4. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1, wherein said 
information h e ld i n of the tag includes tag identity information. 

5. (cuiTently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1^ wherein said 
information feeldrinof the tag includes data which describes a property of the article with 
which the tag is associated. 

6. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim L wherein said 
generated output signal is in the form of at least one of a tactile signal, an audible signal, 
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speech and a visual signal er other user decipherab le info n nati o n, 

7. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim L wherein said tag is a 
radio frequency identification (RPID) tag. 

8. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1 and further 
comprising the step of a user coimecting p r o v idiHR said ta g to said aiticle . 

9. (previously presented) An article provided with a tag, said tag being suitable for 
use in a method of assisting in identifying an article in accordance with claim 1. 

10. (previously presented) A process comprising the step of affixing a tag to an 
article, said tag being suitable for use in a method of assisting in identifying an article in 
accordance with claim 1 . 

1 1 . (currently amended) Apparatus for assisting in identifying an article, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a wearable tag reader for reading information held in a tag associated with an 
article, the reading being performed when the wearable tag reader is presented to the tag, 
and 

an output signal generating means coupled to said tag reader for generating an 
output signal that is a tactile signal and is dependent on the information communicated 
during reading from a tag presented to the reader, wherein said output signal facilitates 
identification of the article with which the tag is associated by virtue of said association 
being user definable and established prior to the tag reading. 

12. (ciUTently amended) A method, article prov i de d with a tag o r apparatus as 
described here i n , with r-efeye nc e to or as ill ustrated in any one or more of the 
accompanying drawings T lie apparatus of claim 1 1 . further comprising a user interface 
that allows a user to designate one of a plurality of output signals for the infonnation 
communicated during readmg . 

{WP426857;l) 3 



Appl.No. 10/540,595 

Reply to Office Action of June 25, 2007 

1 3 . (new) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein the information is provided to the tag 
at a time of manufacture of the article, 

14. (new) The apparatus of claim 11, further comprising a text-to-speech converter, 
wherein the information provided to the tag reader is text data, and wherein the text-to- 
speech converter provides a speech signal based on the text data at the time of reading the 
information, 

15. (new) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein the wearable tag reader is a ring that is 
wearable on the user's finger. 

16. (new) A method for identifying an article, said method comprising: 

storing information associated with the article in a tag connected to the article; 
reading the information in the tag when a wearable tag reader is in proximity to 
the article; 

designating one of a plurality of output signals of the wearable tag reader for the 
information communicated during the reading, the designating being performed by the 
wearer of the wearable tag reader; and 

generating an output signal dependent on the information communicated during 
the reading and the designating of the one of the plurality of output signals, wherein said 
output signal facilitates identification of the article with which the tag is associated based 
on said association being user definable and established prior to the tag reading. 

17. (new) The method of claim 16, wherein the output signal is a tactile signal. 

18. (new) The method of claim 1 6, wherein the storing of information in the tag is at 

a time of manufacture of the article. 

19. (new) The method of claim 16, wherein the information provided to the tag 
reader is text data, and wherein a speech signal based on the text data is provided at the 
time of reading the information. 
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20. (new) The method of claun 16, wherein the wearable tag reader is a ring that is 
wearable on the user's finger. 
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